A NIGHT AT PIETRAMALA
to study nature at all closely without becoming
convinced of the extraordinary strangeness and
mysteriousness of the familiar world in which the
mass of human beings unquesfioningly pass their
lives. The further our knowledge extends and
the more completely we realize its implications,
the more mysterious this universe is seen to be.
A man must be crass and unimaginative indeed if
he, can study the intricacies of life, the movements
of the stars, the intimate constitution of matter
without feeling from time to time a sense of awe
and amazement. In the ranks of the professional
scientists such men undoubtedly find their place 5
there are unimaginative men in all professions,
from that of the jockey to that of the bishop.
But they are not, in general, the best at their jobs.
Without imagination, without sensitiveness it is
impossible to be a successful man of science. It
would be difficult to find any great scientific man
who had not been touched by this sense of wonder
at the strangeness of things. It betrays itself in
different ways according to the upbringing and
temperament of those who feel it In some, as
quiet and orthodox religion 5 in others, unwilling
to commit themselves definitely about the nature
of the mystery which surrounds them, as agnos-
ticism j in others again (Clerk Maxwell and
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